THE  PARSIS

existence of beings higher than ourselves in range of develop-
ment is very arbitrary; and there is nothing unreasonable in
the conception of spirits which, like ourselves, have had the
momentous privilege of free choice between good and evil.
Why is it judged incredible among us if some of them made
the wrong choice ?    Of evidence concerning this there can be
none, except the intuitions  of men  in whom the  spiritual
faculties are most highly developed.    Applying this test, we
cannot refuse  most  respectful attention to  the   instinct  of
Zarathushtra.    If we question his belief in the personality
of the evil spirit, we must do the same with his doctrine of
the Good, for he uses identical language of both.    Spenishta
Mainyu chose Right, 'he that clothes him with the massy
heavens as with a garment '-1    In the same verse the spirit of
Falsehood * chose doing the worst things'.    It is highly arbi-
trary to make one of these personal, and the other one a
metaphor.    For  us   the  question   is  surely  settled   by  the
intuition of genius.    That He treated disease of mind and
body as due to subordinate spirits of evil only means that in
a matter of scientific diagnosis He accepted the beliefs of His
time.    But when in Peter's well-meant exclamation, * Mercy
on thee. Lord ! this will never come to thee/ He recognized
the prompting of * Satan *, or assigned to that  source the
impulse to use in the wilderness miraculous power for His own
needs and for startling the world into obedience to His claim,
are we really to reject His diagnosis as wrong, or dissolve it
into a metaphor ?  In the realm of spiritual truth it was a very
serious peril to use unwarranted metaphor in addressing a
people already too much given to beliefs in devils : if there is
really no prince of the devils, and Jesus knew it, His con-
cession to popular error was perilous.    That He did not know,
and cherished  a  delusion  on  so  momentous  a  subject,  is
incredible.    The absolute reality of His manhood that He
took upon Him, for delivering man, compels us to admit that
He left behind in Heaven the omniscience that would have
1 Ys. 3<D5: see above, p. 28.